


















Issued by the Chief of the Air Corps 
Washington, D. C, 








VOL. XIX AUGUST 15, 1936 NO. 16 

















VOL. XIX 








NO .16 





Information Division 
Air Corns 


August 15, 1938 


Munitions Building 
Washington, D.C. 








The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 


manew() 


THE APPLICATION OF AIR NAVIGATION 


By lst Lieut. Norris 


Ei. Note: The views set forth in this 
article represent purely the personal 
ideas of the author and do not in any 
sense constitute an official report. 

Much has been written upon the sub- 
ject of Air Navigation Training, but 
little has been done, as  wege to deter- 
mine the application of air navigation 
to the tactical unit. 

In the air navigation conducted at 
the various training units, no attempt 
was made to determine the equipment and 
procedure necessary in the various 
Fypes of airplanes or te solve the nav- 
igation problems of the tactical unit. 
This was left to the individual after 
he had been taught all the requirements 
and possibilities of air navigation 
with the equipment on hand. 

_ Unfortunately, the attempts of these 
individuals to complete their progress 
in training and to carry navigation to 
the tactical airplane met with disheart- 
ening results. e airplanes were not 
designed with much thought towards ac- 
curate navigation, nor was the special 
navigation equipment available. 

However, considering our present tac- 
tical equipment - 3-10's and B-l2's, 
P-26's,PB's aud 0-46's, A-1l2's and 
A-17's, and assuming that the naviga* 
tion equipment is available, how many 
airplanes need be equipped in a souad- 
ron, and how should we employ those 
ba nd ope 

eedless to say, the writer is not 
prepared to ‘state just what equipment 
and how this equipment should be placed 
in these airplanes, other than the B-10 
and B=-12. nis problem, however, now, 
and more so in the future, should be of 

reat importance to someone, some place. 

ere is litile use ih vbilding a plané 
requiring a'novigator's presence. apoard 
if some consideration is not given the 
€quipment used by the man responsible 
for getting i+ to its destination, the 
Navigator. 

To return to our present equipment ,we 
must consider its tactical employment. 
We are getting away from the formation 
idea. evertheless, the formation re- 





tains Sor? advantages, both in unity 
of movement (taking off, getting some 
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place and landing with the least prac- 
ticable delay) and in attack. For these 
reasons and in consideration of the size 
and range of our Rrerens equipment, it 
is not feasible that the individual air- 
plane be completely pact pped for the 
more advanced stages of air navigation, 
except in the case of long range recon- 
naissance. 

Let us look, therefore, to the next 
larger unit, the flight. Since one of 
anything is useless, it being normally 


‘out of commission or indisposed, we 


would like to have at least two naviga- 
tton airplanes and two navisntors but, 
since the basic squadron consists of 
three flights, we might as well equip 
three airplanes completely and have 
three trained navigators. 

In Bombardment aviation this should 
work out very well. If the three flights 
are rendezvousing independently, the 
are each equipped with a navigator; 
the squadron moves together t 
two spares. Considering the ai 
crew in the present B-10 and B-12, it is 

uite possible to crew three ai lanes 
tFlient leaders) with officer pilot, 
bomber and navigator. 

In single-seater Pursuit aviation, the 
problem is a bit difficult, but with 
their limited range and probable radius 
of action in actual combat, no great fa- 
cilities are required. 

In biplane Pursuit and in Attack avia- 
tion there should be no great difficulty 
in equipping three airplanes (flight 
leaders aga n) with the necessary equip- 
ment and crewing the flight leader's 
airplane with two officers, pilot and 
navigator. 

Observation aviation will normally op- 
erate within fairly limited radius, so 
there is no.great need for all the navi- 
gation equipment. However, as in the 
other Szpen flight leaders could be 
equipped. In the case of long range re- 
connaissance, most operations would be 
by individual airplane, but the necessary 
size and range should permit the required 
installations and the proper crew to in- 
Clude a trained navigator. 

Summing up the results in the matter of 
sets of equipment and trained personnel, 


re are 
lane 


i are not such as to demand an extrava- 
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gent. avout of equipment or another 
raining Center to provide the person- 
nel. In the present Bombardment, Attxk 
and PB Squadron we would only needthree 
airplanes equipped for navigation and 
three trained navigators - not an exor- 
bitant requirement. 

The question of air navigation train- 
ing in this limited equipment arises. 

It is still soaditic, hpeever. to ac- 
quire considerable knowledge and experi- 
ence in the standard airplane when the 
training is approached systematically 
and intelligently, with progressive 
training within the flight in the air- 
planes completely oscars. 

Also, and again, there arises in the 
minds of the uninitiated the vision of 
a sextant gathering from the sun, moon 
and stars all the necessities for air 
Navigation. We wish it were so, but 
unfortunately, celestial navigation {s 
only a part of the game and our sex- 
tants are not as accurate as we would 
like them to be. Further, the poreeeny 
of dead reckoning is considerably great- 
er than that of celestial navigation 
within the range of present airplane 
equipment. Consequently, we advise and 
recommend that in all types of ~~ oye 
enumerated herein, celestial work be 
used only for training purposes, look- 
ing towards the ! when we will fly 
for thousands of miles with only"a star 
a as us by" and a ------ good navi- 

or. 


ANOTHER THOUGHT ON NAVIGATION TRAINING 
By Major Charles P. Prime,Air Corps 


I have just had occasion to see the 
foregoing article by Lieut. Harbold, 
formerly Assistant Instructor at the 
Advanced Air Navigation Unit at Rock- 
well Field, Calif., and now stationed 
at March Field, Calif. 

It is very refreshing to see that 
others besides those specifically charg- 
ed with: the: fostering of air navigation 
nnntn ra are taking an interest in this 
comparatively new subject (so far as the 
Army Air Corps is concerned). Is is 
only by the constructive thinking of m- 
merous individuals and a pooling and 
Comparison of ideas that real progress 
Can be made in these matters. The 
reason for the lack of progress before 
the Carried the air mail was that 
not much time was devoted to the study 
of this very important subject. Also, 
there was not sufficient modern naviga- 
tion equipment for this advanced type 
of training. Suddenly, it was realized 
that if the Air Corps was to fulfill 
its mission it would have to be able to 
fly by celestial navigation or dead 
reckoning end not continue to follow 
the old reliable iron compass" - the 
Tailroad tracks, as was done by expert 





pilots for many years. 


That many of the criticisms made by 
Lieut. Harvold are well founded is shown 
by the fact that training directives now 
emphasize in strongest terms that the 
training must be for the pur ose of de- 
veloping the flying capabilities of tac- 
tical units under all conditions. Not 
only are competent navigators being 
trained for units, but for all the crews 
of long-range planes of all types. The 
policy is to train competent crews in 
the various specialties required for the 
proper performance of long flights with- 
out reference to terrestrial check 
points. ; 

A Board of Air Corps officers has just 
completed an exhaustive study on the 
types of yg pen instruments to be 
installed in the various types of tac- 
tical airplanes. Much of the equipment 
necessary to solve the questions brought 
up in the above article has but rep | 
been develoved and is now being procured. 
Exoeriments are also under way for the 
development of better navigation instru- 
ments and better navigation methods. As 
soon as antharncsety nstrument landing 
epperatus and efficient de-icers are 
procured, we can look to considerable 
advancement being made in this acticity. 

Ed. Note. With the importance of 
aerial navigation steadily mounting, for 
various reasons, it goes without saying 
that flying personnel are Pree more 
serious thought to this subject than 
ever before. 

No doubt many of them hold construc- 
tive ideas on this all-important sub- 
ject but, as seems to be the case at or- 
ganization meetings where there are dis- 
cussions on one subject or another, there 
is a tendency on the part of many pres- 
ent, through modesty or fear that their 
ideas are not worth expressing, to hesi- 
tate to take the floor. 

It is gratifying to note that at least 
two officers have ventured to come out 
in print and express their views on the 
present system of navigation and methods 
of training. These views may not neces- 
Sarily coincide with those held by the 
Air Corps, but it shows that they have 
given serious thought to the provosition. 

Now that the ice has been broken and 
there is in print comments from at least 
two sources, it is hoped that other Air 
Corps officers will give the News Letter 
the benefit of their opinions. Let 
there be an open forum discussion - this 
is one of the objects of the News Letter. 

f we are going to have a real Air 
Corps, we must have constructive criti- 
cism, for this is the very life of 


progress. 
---900--—- 


Technical Sergeant C.0. Porter, of the 
8lst Service Squadron, Kell Field, Texas, 


was placed on the retired list on July 
31, 1936, after 30 years of service in 
the Army. 
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CHANGES IN AIR CORPS N.C.O. PERSONNEL 


One Master Sergeant and two Technical 
Sergeants of the Air Corps were recent- 
ly placed on the retired list, and one 
Master Sergeant (Ralph J. Rumpel, of 
Fort Sill, Okla.,) was killed in a bal- 
loon exolosion. The retired noncommis- 
sioned officers are Master Sergeant 
Herbert H. Bertrem and Technical Ser- 

eant John H. Kendall, of Scott Field, 
ill., and Technical Sergeant Clarence 
O. Porter of Kelly Field, Texas. 

The hei oe, noncommissioned offi- 
cers were anpointed Master and Technic- 
al Sergeants, Air Corps: 

Master Sergeants 


Present Station 





Name 
Tech. Sgt. Otis K. Lee 


mute 
lst Sgt. Edward J.Wright Brooks 
Tech. Sgt.Frank S. Davis Langley 
Tech. Sgt. Estes Lamb. Barksdale 
Tech. Sgt.August Finch March 


Staff Sergeants to Technical Sergeants 
George A. Eggeling Kelly Field 
Edward P. Polaska Randolph Field 


John T. Hoyle Kelly Field 
Max Eisenberg Philippines 
Walter W. Fry Langley Field 
Elza L. Higbie Maxwell Field 
Robert B. Norris Mitchel Field 
Clarence G. Culver Fort Bragg 


Lee Robinson 
John F. Moran 
William Hoffman 
Edward A. Jusko 
Willie E. Newman 
Forest Snith Barks e Field 
Charles R. Bikle Mitchel Field 


NOTE: In a redistribution by the War 
Department in July of nonco ssioned 
officers of the Army, the Air Corps was 
allotted three additional Master Ser- 
qenats and eight additional Technical 

ergeants. 


Selfridge Field 
Hamilton Field 
Selfridge Field 
Chanute Field 

Selfridge Field 


ar 
KELLY FIELD OFFICERS TO TECHNICAL SCHOL 


The following Air Corps officers re- 
cently left Kelly Field, Texas, and 
Will attend the next class at the Air 
yore Tactical’ School at Maxwell Field, 

a . 


Major U. G. Jones 
Captain Orvil A. Anderson 
Captain W. E. Whitson 
Captain Joseph Guith 
Captain J. A. ry a Jr. 


Barksdale Field, La., was honored re- 
conmy by the visit of Mrs. Barksdale and 
Mrs. O'Keefe, mother and sister,respect- 
ively, of the lete Lieut.=.H.Barksdale, 
in whose honor the field was named. The 
two visitors spent several hours at the 
field with General Brant and other of 
their friends. 





ENGINEERING SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES 


Commencement exercises of the 1936 
Class of the Air Corps Engineering 
School took place on as 3lst in the 
Auditorium at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Brigadier General A.W. Robins, Chief 
of the Air poe os Materiel Division and 
Commandant of the Engineering School, 
after a brief address to the students 
in which he praised the zeal shown by 
the individual members of the class and 
encouraged them to continue in the orig- 
inal development work for which many o 
the class had shown particular aptitude, 
awarded the diplomas. Wright Field per- 
sonnel, families of the graduates, the 
Mayor of Dayton, Mr. C.J. Brennan, and 
other distinguished Dayton citizens were 
in attendance. 

After the exercises, the students of 
the class were hosts at a luncheon 

iven at the Patterson Field Officers’ 

lub. in honor of General Robins and mem- 
bers of the School Staff and Faculty. 
Wright Field officers reciprocated that 

night with a dance in honor of the out- 

going class and the officers who had re- 
ported for the 1937 class. 

Lieut. R.P. Swofford, Jr., a member 
of the 1936 Class, will serve as Assis- 
tant Commandant of the present class to 
replace Major F.M. Hookins, Jr., who 
will take the course at the Air Coros 
Tactical School at Maxwell Field: 

Of the graduating class of nine offi- 
cers, six were retained for service with 
the materiel Division, namely, Lieuts. 
William T. Colman, Howard M. McCoy,Paul 
E. Shanahan, Pearl H. Robey, Marshall H. 
Roth and Ralph P. Swofford, Jr. The 
other three officers, Lieuts. Edwin S. 
Perrin, Charles K. Moore and Frederick 
R. Dent, Jr., will take aeronautical 
courses at the University of Michigan, 
California Institute of Technology and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
respectively, at the completion of 
which it is anticipated they will return 
to the Division. 

The following-named officers of the 
Air Corps reported for the 1937 Class 
of the Engineering School, which started 
work on Auzust lst, viz: éaptains John 
G. Moore, Raymond E. Culbertson, Lieuts. 
Eugene H. Beebe, Thomas B. McDonald, 
Donald J. Keirn, Donald L. Putt and 
Howard G. er. 

Three other Air Corns officers, Lieuts. 
Louis E. Massie, Samuel 0. Redetzke,and 
Herbert H. Tellman, are now attending 
Classes at other educational institu- 
tions, and will report about August 2lst. 


mmf) elienditond 

Featuring the cover page of this issue 
of the Air Corps News Letter is a vhoto- 
graph of the new Seversky Pursuit Pow. 
contract for the construction of 77 of 
which was recently awarded to the 
Seversky Aircraft Corporation. 
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By Private A.A. Saklem, Chief 


Situated in a modern office facing 
the landing field is Post Overations of 
Hamilton Field. Its exterior walls are 
decorated with modernistic symbols of 
the Air Corns, and within them beats 
the pulse of the post. 

The rezulations which set down the 
scope of this office make it versatile 
and interesting. It is a central acti- 
vity recording from day to day the ac- 
tions and vicissitudes of the field it 
serves, administrative as well as fly- 
ing. The work covers record keeping, 
aircraft disnatching, charge of the 
Technical Library, and the maintenance 
of a goodly number of maps and charts. 
Pilots on cross-country flights are 
kept account of by radio or teletype 
communication, and the arrival of visit- 
ord is predicted by the same means. 

During iiay and June of this year, vis- 
iting pilots from the east were led in 
rank by General Andrews, General Arnold 
and Colonel Burwell. General Clagett 
Came to Hamilton Field three times with- 
in the same period, he being one of 
Many who have come from March Field and 
Other voints south. 

Strange airplanes anvear from time to 
time. On May 19th, the Operations per- 
sonnel crowded to the windows and stazed 
in awe as an OA-5 settled itself heavily 
on the landing mat, taxied up to the. 
flying line and twitched itself into a 
comfortable vosition on the concrete 
apron. This giant amphibian, piloted 
by Captain Goss, ventures far out over 
the ocean where the fine points of air 
navigation are practiced. Its several 
Compartments are equipped with elabo- 
rate instruments and calculators to 
supplement the already impressive array 
Confronting the pilot. e message re- 
cording its departure from March Field 
read: "March Field to Hamilton Field, 
via the Pacific Ocean." 

Lieut. Horton, of Randolph Field, 
treated this station to its first look 
at the new Seversky Basic Trainer 
(BT-8), several of which are being 
built to train the future pilots of the 
Air Corps. Being a low-wing monovlane 
of a strictly streamline design, it 
forms an incredible contrast to the bi- 
plane formerly used for the ose. 

Six new Attack planes (A-17's) led by 
Major Duncan, of rch Field, recently 
roared over the hangars and settled 
lightly on the landing mat. These 
sleek, low-wing monoplanes follow essen- 
tially the design of later preceding 
Attack planes. They are characterized 
by a large wing surface which makes it 
possible for them to maneuver easily 
and skim close to the earth in safety. 

Civilian planes occasionally enter 


POST OPERATIONS AT HAMILTON FIELD 


Aircraft Dispatcher. 


Vultee, owned by Mr. George P. Fuller, 
landed here on July 3rd to rest a moment 
in the course of its travels. The vilot 
displayed a photograph of iir. Fuller's 
private landing field. It is ina 
rugged country walled in by California's 
forest trees. 

Bill Monday, a Wyoming rancher, re- 
cently saw reason to land at Hamilton 
Field and stepped forth from his Ryan 
cabin monoplane, dressed in a city suit 
tooped off by a five-gallon hat. The 
hat was fine, but the take-off when he 
left was even better. Facing the wind 
at one end of the mat, he suddenly dug 
spurs into the Ryan and rocketed into 
the siy, mounting high above the mat be- 
fore he had traveled its length. 

Then there was a local boy in a not 
very new biplane, who landed with the 
bolts of his top cylinder not very tight. 
The Alert Crew fixed itup,and he flew 
away much happier. So life goes in 
Post Operations, one of the three fing- 
ers supporting the pt 


GUNNERY PRACTICE FOR 3RD WING PiRSONNEL 


During the month of July, botn the At- 
tack Groun and the Pursuit Group station- 
ed at Barxsdale Field, La., were engaged 
in aerial gunnery for qualification oF 

ersonnel. The cOth Pursuit Group con- 
ucted their practice on the gunnery 
range at the post, while the érd Attack 
Group staged their exercises at their 
former home, Fort Crockett, Galveston, 
Texas, with one squadron occupying this 
field for a seven-day thee after 
which other squadrons followed for like 
training periods. 

Somewhat of a record was established 
i es ersonnel of the Attack Group in 
that only two men failed to qualify as 
"Expert" during pes nena practice. 


INSTRUCTION COVERING AUTOMATIC PILOTS 


A class of instruction in the opera- 
tion and maintenance of automatic vilots 
was started on July 15th in the ay 
ment Branch of the Materiel Division at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. This in- 
struction, scheduled to extend over a 
period of thirty days, is being taken 
by representatives from the Fairfield 
Air Depot, Middletown Air Depot, Chanute 
Field and Wright ee 


Major Alexander P. de Seversky, one of 
the foremost designers of aircraft, vis- 
ited Barksdale Field, La., on a recent 
flight and demonstrated the maneuverabil- 
ity of his new plane which is expected 





the field,  ppemeraecy- a colorful vari- 
ety of people and planes. A stately 


=A~ 


to be standard equipment in the near 
future. 
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METEOROLOGY IN REGATION TO AVIATION 


O know the weather conditions 
from hour to hour requires much 
work, study and patience by the 
meteorologist in keeping abreast 
with modern aviation. At Bolling 
Field, Captain W.H. Wenstrom, 

1 Corps, Meteorological Control 
rd Corps Area, compiles and 





Si 
Officer, T 
distributes weather information to all 


Stations in this Co 
tains and collects this weather data 
for the Air Corps from meseerel erie. 
stations which are located at Bolling 
and Langley Fields, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground and migroees Arsenal. Special 
weather-reporting stations are also lo- 
cated esvecially to serve the needs of 
the Air Corps and distinct from the 
weather-reporting- stations maintained 
S| the Weather Bureau. These are oper- 
ated by civilian observers under con- 
tract. One station is at the Admiral 
Byrd Airport at Winchester, Va., which 
is 700.° feet up, 60 miles from Washing- 
ton, with a fair landing field, daytime 
hangar and flying service. From here 
one can view the Shenandoah Valley, the 
Blue Ridge to the southeast, and east- 
ern Allegheny outpost ridges to the 
northwest. 

Another station is at Frostburg Ridge 
(Big Savage Mountain), two miles west 
of Frostburg, Maryland, 115 miles from 
Washington, and 45 miles from Uniontown, 
Pa. The elevation is 2850 feet. The 
visibility is unobstructed to east and 
west. On clear days, observers can see 
Martin's Mountain, 20 miles to the east, 
and Meadow Mountain, le miles to the 


s Area. He main- 


west. 
Some 2900 feet uv, 30 miles from 
Uniontown is Keyser Ridge. From 


Pa. 
this station visibility is unobstructed 
in all directions, and on clear days ob- 
servers cgn see, to the east, Negro 
Mountain (3 miles), Meadow copes (10 
miles) and Frostburg Ridge (15 miles); 
and to the west, ‘a Ridge (Smiles), 
and Woodcock Hill (5 miles). Farm 
fields on the ridge top near the sta- 
tion could be used as emergency landing 
fields. These stations observe weather 
mony including Sundays and holidays, 
and their revorts are forwarded by com- 
mercial telephone or telegraph to 
Bolling Field or Pittsburgh, Pa., where 
they are added to the Mid-Eastern Air 
ae Alert Net hourly weather broad- 
cast. 


The weather service on this route is 
intended to cover only daytime flying 
under fair-to-good weather conditions. 
At night, or in yontey bad weather, the 
Washington-Frederick-McConnelsburg- 
Buckstown-Pittsburgh Airway is general- 
ly used. This is known as the commer- 
Clal airway and is equipped with 24- 
hour teletype service every other 
technical aid to flying. This route to 





info 


By the Bolling Field Correspondent 


Dayton, Ohio, from Washington is only 27 
miles greater by air than the direct 
route. There are stations located also 
at rland, Virginia, CCC Camp #334, on 
too of the Blue Ridge Mountains at 3500 
feet altitude, about one mile southeast 
of Skyland Summer Camp and about 7 miles 
southeast of Luray, Va. This station 
guards Washington and biter from the 
southeast, giving advance notice of the 
approach of storms from that direction. 

land is on the direct air route be-— 
tween Langley Field, Va., and Uniontown 
or Pittsbur Pa. 

At another GCC Camp, #1318, located 4 
miles southwest of Snow Hill, Md., on 
the eastern shore, another station 
guards Washington and bh peeer from the 
southeast, giving advance notice of fog 
and other unfavorable weather moving in 
from the ocean. This station is on the 
direct air route between Langley Field, 
-, and Mitchel Field, N.Y. ese sta- 
tions observe the weather on week days. 
Their reports are forwarded to Bolling 
Field about 20 minutes after each obser- 
vation, and they, too, are added to the 
Mid-Eastern Air Corps Alert Net hourly 
weather broadcast. At Bolling Field this 
weather data is posted on weather boards 
and maps for convenient reference to 
palate. The boards are arranged accord- 

ng to routes, and show at a glance the 
general conditions along the three par- 
ticular routes from Washington - North, 
South and West, and along part of the 
eastern coast. 

This information is supplemented by a 
ground glass map board, inches by 60 
inches square, which shows an outline 
and general topography of the flying 
region, location and names of all 
mastine Seer maee stations. The map is 
posted in colored chalk hourly, using 
at each station a white "G" to indicate 
"Good," a yellow "P" to indicate "Poor," 
and a "D" to indicate "Dangerous." The 
map thus gives a general idea of the 
geographical distribution of flying 
weather conditions with respect to the 
routes flown. Weather blackboards, or 
files of weather-reporting sopnenes 
can be used in conjunction with this 

ass regional map. In addition to show- 

ng the geographical distribution of 
weather, the map serves as a key map 
showing the location of weather stations 
listed on the blackboards or sequences. 

With the rapid progress of aviation, 
the meteorological control officer is 
constantly striving to improve the ser- 
vice rendered by the meteorological de- 
partment to the Air Corps. New ideas 
are contimually being experimented with, 
and the more practical ones added to 
common use. ese effotts are mile- 
stones along the way to making flying 
safer and surer under all weather condi- 


tions. 
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PEF HE 3lst Bombardment Squadron at 
Hamilton Field, Calif., holds a 
unigue vlace in the GHQ Air 
Force for this year. e News 
<7 Letter Corresnondent states 
that it is the only Bombardment 
on the West Coast and, it is 
believed, the only Squadron in the GHQ 
Air Force which has completed training 
Ket! its personnel under the new TR 


The 3lst Squadron spent the month of. 
May at Mather Field, cramento,Calif., 
where all the pilots in the organiza- 
tion completed bombing under the new TR 
440-40 


Many difficulties were encountered. 
It was early found that the new Train- 
ing Regulations were not to be compared 
with the old. Cruising speed and high 
altitudes, along with the constant 
changing of direction,gave rise to many 
ac ay lems. While bombing at high al- 
titude, winds as high as eighty miles 

er hour were encountered. Consequent- 

» the bombardier was free a very 
thorough test of his ability. The 4000- 
foot course was found quite dangerous 
from a wholly unexnected angle. The 
air around Mather Field during May is 
extremely rough, and two bombardiers re- 
ceived black eyes from hitting their 
heads on the bomb sight. There was a 
serious thought ‘of submitting an Unsat- 
isfactory Revort on the bomd sight and 
requesting the Materiel Division to 
furnish a crash pad for these emergen- 
cies. 

A very efficient two-way radio set-up 
was maintained at all times between the 
airplanes on the range and the ground 
spotting towers. Two airplanes were on 
the range at all times. Each pilot 
would call the ground station each time 
he headed for the target to give his 
number and the direction in which he 
was heading. As soon as the bomb left 


the airplane ke would call again and re- 
port - "No. 3, heading south, bomb away, 
etc." Consequently, the men in the 


spotting towers knew which airplane had 
cropper the bomb and which direction it 
was heading before the bomb hit the 
ground. 

During the month of June, all combat 
pommenens of the Squadron completed fir- 
ng the gunnery course under the new TR 
440-40. The Squadron conducted its gun- 
rpe é from Hamilton Field as a base. All 
firing was done on the range over the 
ocean, just north of the Golden Gate. 
No serious difficulties were encounter- 
ed during the firing of the gunnery 
course, vena > machine gun jams and 
~~ up the schedule somewhat. 

ing the past year, the 3lst Squad- 

ron participated in all Group and Wing 
Maneuvers and concentrations. The vari- 
ous Group, Wing and GHQ concentrations 





in which the 3lst Squadron took part 





THE 31ST BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 


are listed below: 
Salt Lake City, Utah: July 22 to 

July 25, 1935. 

March Field, Calif.: September 3 to 

oe 6, 1935. 

erced and Coalinga, Calif.: Novem- 

ber 4 to November 17, 1935. 

Vero Beach and Miami, Fla.: November 

29 to December 19, 1935. 

Muroc Dry Lake, Calif.: March 7 to 

March 19, 1936. 

Squadron maneuvers in which the @lst 
Squadron operated alone were as follows: 

Medford, oe August 18 to 

August 24, 1935. 

Mather Field, Calif.: October 11 to 

October 28, 1935. 

Mather Field, Calif.: May 1 to May 

29, 1936. 

It is self evident that since the in- 
ception of the GHQ Air Force, the 3lst 
Souadron has become a highly mobile unit 
and has had practical experience in 
sustaining itself in the field, both as 
an individual unit and as a subordinate 
unit in the 7th Bombardment Group. With 
the advent of the new Fiscal Year, the 
lst Squadron can look back over an ac- 
tive year in which practically all the 
southern and western portions of the 
United States was covered by one or more 
flights. ‘ 


rec 


GUNNERY AND BOMBING BASE AT VALPARAISO 


In view of the fact that the Govern- 
ment has been offered, free of cost, a 
pore developed airdrome and other 

ands in the vicinity of Valparaiso, 
Florida, and it has been determined that 
these lands are well suited for a - 
nery and bombing base for the Air Corps 
Tactical School at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
and for certain other Air Corps units 
located in the 4th and 8th Corps Areas, 
the Secretary of War has Rapreaees the 
desire that the necessary steps be taken 
to have the lands referred to accented 
under the authority contained in the 
Act of Congress, approved August 12, 
Ae) Public 263, 74th Congress (Wilcox 

It is stated that urgent military ne- 
cessity exists for the development of 
aerial gunnery and bomoding ranges in 
several sections of the United States 
for the rome ee of Air cote 
units and personnel and, further, that 
there is reasonable assurance that 
Relief Funds will be made available for 
further development of the Valparaiso 


Airdrome as soon as it passes to Federal 
ownership, thus insuring the early avail- 
ability of a necessary training facility. 


Valparaiso, which is about 150 miles 
south of Maxwell Field, is on the 
Choctawwhatchee Bay, which is an arm of 


‘5 Gulf of Mexico. 
ales 
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EXIT TWO MEMBERS OF "THE MEN ON A FLYING TRAPEZE." 






eae LAFF Sergeant John H. Williamson and 
eecaSergeant William C. McDonald, Air 
ee Corps, members of the famous aerial 
WwW acrobatic team which earned interna- 

tional renoun as "The Men on a Fly- 
ing Trapeze," recently purchased their 
discharge from the ,» and boarded an 
ocean liner bound for China to join the 
teaching staff of Marshal Chiang Kai- 
Shek's Central Aviation School at 
Hangchow, near Shanghai. With them went 
Lieut. Sterling S. Tatum, until recently 
a member of the 106th Observation Squad- 
ron, Alabama National Guard. 

McDonald and Williamson, who held com- 
missions as lieutenants in the Air Corps 
Reserve, together with Major Claire L. 
Chennault, Air Corps, leader of this fa- 
mous aerial acrobatic trio, constituted 
one of the chief attractions for the 
past several years at the annual air 
races both at Cleveland, Ohio, and Miami, 
Fla. As a flying team doing "war maneuv- 
ers and acrobatics," they performed feats 
heretofore considered impossible. Wing- 
overs, slow and snap rolls, loops and, 
finally, a turn anda f of a spin 
were executed with a perfection such as 
would make it seem as if the threeplanes 
were activated by one mind. As tending 
to shed further light on the amazing 
feats of this flying team, a Florida 
newspaper covering the All-American Air 
Races at Miami last December stated: 

"Yhere was a great surge of approval 
when the crowd reco zed the Army's 
'Three Men on a ng Trapeze,' as they 
gpeetes over the edge of t girport. 

ese expert Army fliers * * * staged 
the 'stunts' which brought world fame to 
themselves and renoun to the milita 
service which they represented. Their 
work included the longest series of man- 
euvers ever presented in Miami. One 
spectacular feat was a roll within a 
roll in which the planes revolved around 
each other while barrel rolling individu- 
ally. The expertness of this maneuver 
brought cheers from the crowd. Then, 
too, there were the half rolls while com- 
pleting a loop and Immelman turns. These 
marvelous turns, at the top of a locp, 
pulled in V formation, were amazing. 

Major Chennault, Lieut. Williamson and 
Lieut. Haywood Hansell, Jr., constituted 
the original "Three Men on a Flying 
Trapeze," but the last-named officer, be- 
ing detailed on other duties, was sup- 

lanted on the team by Lieut. McDonald. 

le the team was in Cleveland in 19%, 
it was given the title by which it has 
since been known. 

According to newspaper reports, Lieuts. 
McDonald and Williamson were several 
times aporoached by an envoy of the 
Chinese goverment who offered them very 
oeoreeeere positions in the Chinese Air 

ervice. 






“ 
%, 






The two Army Pursuiters, hoping to ser | 


cure permanent commissions in the Air 
Corps, at first declined the prereset: : 
Unsuccessful in their effort to win a 
place among the first 52 out of the ap- 
proximately 475 candidates, all gradu- 
ates of the Air Corps Training Center, 
wno took. the mental examination last 
year for appointment as second lieuten- 
ants in the Regular Air Corps, and 
now Perri | or having already passed the 
age limit for eligibility for such an 
appointment, they evidently decided that 
Pit was to their interest to accept the 
offer of the Chinese government. 

Lieut. Williamson was born at Dyson, 
S.C., April 18, 1906. He attended the 
graded schools at Ninety Six, S.C., and, 
after two haga of high school at Wash- 
ere D.C., he attended the ricul tu- 
ral and Mechanical College at Clemson, 
S.C., for two years. Returning to 
Washington, he attended George Washing- 
ton University for one semester. While 
employed in the U.S. Patent Office, he 
applied for and received an apoointment 
as a has fe Cadet in the Army Air Corps. 
He completed the course at the Primary 
a Song | School at Brooks Field, Texas, 
June <9, 1928, and graduated from the 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, on October 26, 1928, specializing 
in Attack Aviation. ‘Rated’an "Airplane 
Pilot" and commissioned a second lieuten- 
ant in the Air Reserve, he was assigned 
to active duty at Fort Crockett, Texas, 
with the Third Attack Group. His active 


duty tours were from November, 1928, to 
September, 1929, and from October l, 
i980 to June 30, 1931. On tember 


“a 

18, 1931, he enlisted in the Air Corps 
as a Private, and during the course of 
his enlistment was promoted to Corporal 
and to Staff Sergeant. On March 1?7, 
1933, he was promoted to lst Lieutenant 
in the Air Reserve. 

On September 18, 19%, Lieut.William- 
son reenlisted for three years in the 
gress of Staff Sergeant at Maxwell 

ield, Ala., at which post he was sta- 
tioned during his entire enlisted ser- 
vice. Lieut. Williamson is married. 

Lieut. McDonald was born at Pratt City, 

Q., 24, 1906. Completing 7 yore 
of grammar school and hae = of - 
school, he attended Was ton and Lee 
psn for one year, Birmingham 
Southern College for one year and Howard 
College for two years. ‘ 

While a member of the 106th Observation 
Squadron, Alabama National Guard, he re- 
ceived aRpolntaees as a mat Cadet in 
the Air Corps. After graduating from 
the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, 
Texas, February 27, 1931, and from the 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, June 26, 1931, specializing in 
Pursuit Aviation, he was rated "Airplane 
, 
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Pilot," commissioned second lieutenant 
in the Air Reserve, and assigned to ac- 
tive duty with the lst Pursuit Group at 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. Re- 
lieved from active duty on August 31, 
1932, Lieut. McDonald enlisted as a Pri- 
vate in the Air Corps at Maxwell Field, 
Ala., December 20, 1932. ‘During the 
course ot his enlistment he was promot- 
ed to the grade of Sergeant. He was 
promot to lst Lieutenant in the Air 
eserve on July 9, 1934. 

On December 20, 1935, Lieut. McDonald 
reenlisted at Maxwell Field in the 
grade of Sergeant. He held the Special- 
ist rating of Air Mechanic, end Class. 

He became a member of the mythical 
Caterpillar Club on April 15, 1935,when 
engine failure while flyin in the vi- 
cinity of Ashland, Ky., with no suitable 
peer within gliding distance uponwiich 

o land, forced him to resort to an en- 
ergency parachute jump in order to save 
his life. 


Both Lieuts. Williamson and McDonald 
hold a Department of Commerce license 
as Transnvort Pilot. The first-named 
recentl ssed the 3,000-hour mark in 
total flying time, while Lieut.McDonald 
accumulated over Papgo hours. 


ARMY PILOT JOINS PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS 


March Field recently furnished another 
ilot to the commercial air servicewith 
he addition of Private, lst Class, 

Duncan J. Powers, 3éend Bombardment 
Squadron, to the apprentice pilot staff 
of the Pan American Airways at Browns- 
ville, Texas. 

For a year and a half Powers will at- 
tend classes in ground work at Browns- 
ville before eoing on regular flights 
as a co-pilot. e only flying he will 
do during this 18-month period as an ap- 

rentice pilot will be on familiariza- 
ion flights where he will have ovportu- 
nities to keep his hand in as a pi ot. 

Powers, son of Mrs. Charlotte Powers, 
of Los Angeles, Calif., graduated from 
the University of Southern California 
in 1931 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. He had ety» Bigeye from 
the Polytechnic High School in Los 
Angeles in 1926. While at the Universi- 
ty of Southern California he was active 
in athletics, especially in track,where 
he made the vars by low hurdling team 
from 1929 until 1931. 

Powers was scheduled to report on 
August lst to Mr. D.G. Richardson, Man- 
ager of the Pan American Airways, West- 
ern Division, at Brownsville, site of 
the school, doffing the sand tan 
of the Air Corps for the blue and 
= a ue a = pet - 

graduate of the Primar yi 
School, Randolph Field, and the Aivanc- 
ed Flying School, -Kelly Field, Texas, 


held by Commandant Renato 





in 1935, Powers hes served on active du- 
ty at Hamilton and March Fields as a 
second lieutenant in the Air Reserve. 
He enlisted for March Field several 
months ago. 

ome 


21ST PHOTO SEC. DEPARTS FOR MANEUVERS 


Eighteen enlisted men of the 2lst 
Photo Section left Scott Field, Belle- 
ville, I1ll., August 4th, in a convoy 
comprising one motorcycle, one passenger 
truck, two cargo trucks and two photo 
trucks enroute to Allegan, Michigan, 
where the organization will take part in 
the maneuvers of the Second Hig. On 
August 6th, lst Lieut. Kurt M. ndon, 
commanding officer of the 2lst Photo 
Section, accompanied by Master Sergeant 
Nico G. Loupos, of that organization, 
and Sergeant Wesley T. Cummins, airplane 
mechanic of the 15th Observation Squad- 
ron, departed from Scott Field in a 0-8 
photographic plane for Allegan, plan- 
ning to arrive there at approximately 
the same time as the truck convoy. 

The two photographic trucks, borrowed 
for the Second Army maneuvers from 


|Chanute Field, Ill., are equipped for 


developing films and making prints in 
the field during the maneuvers. 

Working in conjunction with the un- 
pires of the Second Army, the 2lst Photo 
Section will make photographic records 
cf all troop movements and will complete 
mosaic maps and other routine work as 
speedily pth prem thus stimulating 
real war conditions. This is the first 
time the organization has actually gone 
out into the field - maneuvers. 


AVIATRIX 404 FEET SHY OF ALTITUDE RECORD 


Mlle Maryse Hilsz, one of the foremost 
French women eee during a flight on 
June 23rd, fell short by 404 feet of 
equalling the world's altitude record of 
14,433 meters (47,352 feet) now being 
onati, of 
Italy, who established this record on 
April 11, 1934. 

Mlle Hilsz, flying a Potez type 506: 
at ye eal powered with a Gnome-Rhone 
K-14 engine, took off from the Villa- 
court. airdrome at 5:11 a.m., attained 
an altitude of 14,310 meters (46,948 
feet) and landed at the airdrome an hour 
and 11 minutes later. The wy seg she 
flew had previously been used by the 
late G. Lemoine (France) who, on Septem- 
ber 28, 1933, gt Villacoublay, reached 
13,661 meters (44, 819 eet). 

Mlle Hilsz's record 
received the official reco 


feminine category) 
ition of the 


Federation Aeronautique Internationale, 

the world's aviation governing body. 
Mlle Hilsz holds one other altitude 

record for a lighter type of plane, in 

1 eo} she reached 7,338 meters. 
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U. S. AVIATORS LEAD IN WORLD'S RECORDS 


According to the Bulletin of the Federa- 
tion Aeronautique Internationale for 
July, 1936, listing as of the first day 
of that month a total of 128 official 
world's records in both heavier-than- 
air and lighter-than-air, American avia- 
tors lead all other nations with 49 
records. France follows witl 3 reords, 
Italy with 26, Germany and Poland with 
8 each, and Great Britain with one. 

In the lighter-than-air category, com- 
prising 20 records, Poland leads with 7, 
ollowed by France with 5, and the U.S. 

and Germany with 4 each. 

Of the 49 records credited to the 
United States, a King, the Wash- 
ington svortsman pilot, leads in the 
number of records held by airmen indi- 
Vidually. He is credited with 7 reords, 
and shares one other with Daniei< -. 
Brimm. Boris Sergievsky holds 5 reords 
individually; shares 5 others with the 
two noted Anerican pilots, Col. Charles 
A. Lindbergh and Edwin Musick, and one 
with Raymond B. Quick. Major General 
Frank M. Andrews, Chief of the GHQ Air 
Force, holds 3 records, as does the 
team of D.W. Tomlinson and J.S.Bartles. 

Holding two official world's records 
are Howard Hughes; the team of Lieut. 
Commander Knefler McGinnis, Lieut.J.X. 
Averill, and Naval Aviation Pilot T.F. 
Wilkinson; the balloon team of Hill and 
Schlosser; and Miss Helen Richey. Those 
credited with one record each are the 
teams of Major Albert W. Stevens and 
Cantain Orvil A. Anderson; Roscoe F. 
Turner and George E. Craig; Henry W. 
Borntraeger and Edward H. Stafford; Mr. 
and Mrs. Terris Moore; Captain A.Y. 
Smith, Lieuts. Hugh McCaffery and H.S. 
Hansell; Harry Richman and Georges 
Daufkerch; D.W. Tomlinson, H.B. Snead 
and F.R. Redpath; and individual pilots 
Arthur C. Chester; S.J. Wittman, Lieut. 
Apollo Soucek, U.$.N.; Lieut. Richard 
L. ke, U.S.N.; Major Alexander P. 
de Seversky; the late Septal s Hawthorne 
C. Gray; and, — the fair sex, the 
team of Miss Iona F. Coppedge and Mrs. 
J. Garrigus; the team of Miss Helen 

cCloskey and Mrs. G.M. Savage; and 

the last should be first) Mrs. Amelia 
Earhart Putnan. “ 
——=6 Ss 


AERIAL GUNNERY BY 35TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 35th Pursuit Squadron, stationed 
at Langley Field, Va., moved into the 
field on July 15th at the National 
Guard Airport, Virginia Beach, Va., for 
the purpose of conducting aerial gun- 
bery practice on tow targets. The pro- 
gram has called for three missions 6f 
One hour each to be flown daily. The 
ee to date has been very successful 
and effective. The personnel found the 
fine facilities of the nearby beachvery 
enjoyable for bathing and recreation. 





AERIAL EXPERIENCE FOR WEST POINTERS 


The Second Bombardment Group, command- 
ed by Lieut. Colonel Charles 8.Oldfield, 
recently returned from Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., to its home station, Langley Field, 
Va., after three weeks of intensive fly- 
ing in conjunction with the aerial expe- 
rience of the lst Class from the United 
States Military Academy, West Point,N.Y. 

The Group was scheduled to depart from 
Langley Field on June 13th, but due to 
zero ceiling on the Atlantic Coast they 
did not do so until the 15th. The for- 
mation, 27 ships strong, arrived at 
Mitchel Field late Monday afternoon and 
started work immediately. Missions were 
flown five days a week, beginning at 
5:30 a.m, E.S.T. The 59th Service 
soesren preceded the Group to Mitchel 
Field and established camp and pte 
for housing and messing facilities. e 
men were quartered in a hangar and the 
officers in the gymnasium. 

The Cadets were given aerial experi- 
ence in sih= ypee oy gunnery and bombing. 
Three days of each week were utilized 
for bombing and aerial gunnery, the 
ee taking off and flying to Langley 
Field, where the bombing was done. The 
peg was ered because of continu- 
ous bad Weather, but much valuable expe- 
rience was gained in addition to demon- 
strating to the Cadets the methods of 
bombing. A total of 972 bombs was 
deopped by the Group. 

é trip as a whole was very success- 
ful. Only one accident marred an other- 
wise perfect record, and it was not seri- 


cus. Camp was broken on July 3rd, the 
— echelon departing at 5:30 a.m. 
he air echelon departed at 2:00 v.un., 


and both echelons arrived at the home 


station without mishap. The ground 
echelon required two days for the return 
trip, camping one night enroute. The 
4th of July traffic ered the convoy 


somewhat but, due to exverienced drivers, 
excellent time was made, and the convoy 
reached home ahead of schedule. Asa 
whole, it was a most enjoyable and profit- 
able exercise. . 


37TH ATTACK MAKiS THINGS MORs dOMsLIKL 


The lighter-than-air area assizned to 
the 27th Attack Squadron and Flight "a," 
16th Observation Squadron, Langley Held, 
Va., has taken on a new pepeemaes under 
the expert manicuring of the airplane me- 
chanics. The mechanical ability of the 

rass cutters has lessened maintenance 

fficulties of the equipment, and more 
man hours per mower, sickle and scythe 
have been reported. In addition, the or- 
ganization has assisted in beautifying 
the neglected areas that had taken on the 
appearance of Farmer Gray's pasture and 
again brought them into the fold of well 
cared for lawns. 
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WEST POINT GRADUATES ASSIGNED TO UNDERGO FLYING TRAINING 





A total of 61 members of the class of 276 | The West Point graduates of the June, 1936, 
Cadets who graduated from the United States Class, who will soon report at Randolph Field to 
Military Academy on June 12, 1936, were, m- | try their hand at piloting Army eirplanes are 
der recent orders of the War Department, di- | enumerated below, as follows: . 
rected to proceed upon the expiration of their Cisde 
graduation leave to Randolph Field, Texas,and Stand- 
report to the Commanding General, Air Corps |; 





7, 

Treining Center, for duty end flying training. Sk... Name Home 

These 61 students, or 22.lj% of the entire Corps vf Engineers 
graduating class of 276 students, received 16 Dwight 0. Monteith Centerville, Iowa 
commissions in the varicus branches of the 18 Walter A. Faiks Ada, iuich. 
Army, except the Air Corps, as follows: Corps | 22 Thomas R. Conner San Francisco,Calif. : 
of Engineers, 4; Cavalry, 9; Signal Corps, 1; | 3% Howard A. Morris Lincoln, Neb. 
Coast Artillery, 4; Fieid Artillery, 13; Cavalry 
Infantry, 30. ; o£ 10 Cecil E. Combs Dallas, Texas 

A year of intensive flying training is 107 Albert P. Clark, Jr. Fort Logan, Colo. ‘ 
ahead of these West Point graduates to whom 109 Eugene V. Reece Holdenville, Okla. 


aviation presents a special appeal, i.e., An (111 Ned T. Norris,Grosse Pointe Village,Mich. 
eight months’ primary and basic course at the | 143 James W. Twaddell, Jr. Andalusia, Pa. 





Primary Flying School at Randolph Field, and (144 William R. Grohs St. Paul, Minn. 
a four months’ course at the Advanced Flying {172 Herry R. Melton, Jr. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
School at Kelly Field, Texas. Those who suc- | 172 John H. Daly Pacific Grove, Calif. 
‘ceed in completing the year's course will be {194 William J. Hanlon New Haven, Conn. 
given the rating of Ss lane Pilot'' and Field Artillery 
transferred to the Air Corps, while. those ~. 
foiling to make the grade wil retum to the | $ james %; Codrin Gloucester, ase. 
bsanch of She Amay: in-which they. ware commis” | 63 Jay D. Rutledge, Jr. Red Lion, Pa. 
sioned upon their graduation from the Military 6, Robert D. ag tinenit- Maite ten, 
Academy, =. . | 78 Clinton D. Vincent Natchez, Miss. 
It is now 15 years since the policy was in-| 9)  sewerd W. Hulse, Jr. Fort Mason, Calif. 
augurated of assigning West Point graduates 99 Richard H. Gadnichae! Rican kt oan 
to the Air Corps flying schools for treining. 103 Gaal 8, “Micaniht ‘he. Cravens’ 4H. 


f During the period from 1922 to 1925, inclu- | N 

| sive, 848 West Pointers were accepted for fly-i1g Frederick Ferrall Tejunee Coif, 

| ing training, of which number 975 graduate’ {121  Gharles B. Tyler, Jr. Fort Sili, Okie. 

dngee Y258 SPP 124 Frederick C. Rothwell,Jr. ,Fitchburg,Mass. 
mately 28 are scheduled to graduate next Octo- 128 Charles M. McCorkle Newt N.C 
ber, a total of 401, or 47%. It would appear : dies. f ae Tain 
from this that sligitly less than une-helf of Coast Artillery 














| the yo men mentally and sically quali- 71 Maxwell M. Kallman New York, N.Y. 
Flak ho anieee flying ee at the Air 77 John K. Arnold, Jr. Washington, D.C. 
t Corps Training Center are able to passthrough 95 Frank W. Gillespie Gaines, Mich. 
the course successfully. 122 Frederick Bell Trey, Kans. 
\ The following statistics covering a 14-year infantry 
period of flying treining given to West Point; 88 William C. Hay St. Paul,Minn. 
graduates mey be of interest: 96 James R. Gunn Jacksonville, Fla. 

Number 114 John R. Kelly Chicago, Ill. 
graduating 129 Eéward L.P. Burke Helena, Mont. 

i Total Assign- from the 150 John M. Bartella Escanaba, Mich. 
' No.of ed to Advanced 153 James T. Willis Rome, Ga. 
: Grad- the Air Flying 160 Clinton U. True New Orleans, La. 

Year uates Corps Pct. School Pct. — ree "y Coeend Statesville, i 

© orge P. ion Marion, Ill. 
pen 3 7 os = ae 171 Charles C. Segrist Alexandria, La. 
ameeeane:: 9 thames ~toggs i! ogggg | 2 | Uibine F--Momye wel them, Hass. 
1995 244 42 17:2 9 1.43 |197  WilliemG. Lee, Jr. Washington, D.C. 
1926 152 18 11.8 7 38. 88 200 Laurence J. Ellert Beechurst ,L. I. 9 N.Y. 
1927 203 30 14.7 16 53. 33 210 Carl T. Goldenberg Sweet Briar, Va. 
1928 260 "7 29.0 53 68. 83 | 2t4 Jackson H. Gray Philipsburg, Pa. 
1929 297 110 37.0 41 32.27 | 218 Franklin R. Sibert Hohokus, Ned. 
1930 235 84 35.7 40 47.62| 219 dames M. Illig Erie, Pa. 
1931 26 92 31.0 43 45.74 | 224 Von Roy Shores, Jr, Ardmore, Okla. 
1932 258 68 26.3 38 55.89 | 225 Wm E. Covington, dr. Rockingham, N.C. 
1933 346 92 - -26.6 43 46.74 | 243 William M. McBee Eureka Springs, Ark. 
1934 247 60 “24.3 30 50.00 | 245 Clark L. Hosmer Dunseith, N.D. 
1935 277 47 17.0 28* 59.57 247 Willian W. Jones Perry, Okla. 
Total 3584 848 —e =~ | 255 Joseph J. Nazzaro Brooklyn, N.Y. 
° 23.6 401 47.28| 254  Cherles M. Prosser, Jr. St. Michael, Pa. 





* Scheduled to graduate in October, 1936. 257 Benjamin F,: Evans, Jr. Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
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Infantry, (Continued) - 








261 Willian L. Kimball Denver, Colo. 

264 Henry A. Mucci Bridgeport, Conn. 

269 Ernest S. Holmes, Jr. Missoula, Mont. 

270 Thores kk. Davis New York, N.Y. 

271 Wallace C. Barrett Port Arthur, Texas 
Signal Corps 

274 Conrad F. Necrason Cooperstown, N.Y. 


pares, © mae 
NEW A-17's FOR 37TH ATTACK SQUADRON 


The 37th Attack Squadron is clearing their 
hangar space at Langley Field in anticipation 
of receiving the ten A-17 Attack planes,which 
allotment, however, has already been cut to 
eight. It is planned to groom these new 
planes as soon as possible for the Edgewood 
Arsenal maneuvers in September. No chemical 
missions can be flown in the near future, as 
the incoming ships ere nut completely equipped 
for the carrying of chemicals. 

Fhe A-8 airplanes have given excellent ser- 
vice and are improving every day. These 
Attack planes are the forerunners cf the pres- 
ent Air Corps attack equipment and have ably 
accounted for themselves in all phases of 
Attack Aviation in conjunction with other 
branches of the service and within the Air 
Corps. 
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FIRST BALLOON SQUADRON VISITS FORMER, HOME 


The First Balloon uadron of Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, in conumand of Major Ira R. Koenig, 
enroute to Allegan, Mich., to participate in 
the Second Army maneuvers, camped at Scott 
Field, Belleville, Ill., overnight on August 
3rd, and departed the following morning. 

This organization was made active May 17, 
1929, at Scott Field. It was comprised of 
the entire personnel cf the 12th rag) Com 
p which been made inactive May 16, 
1929. On June 23, 1929, the newly formed 
First Balloon Company (subsequently redesig- 
nated Squadron) departed for its new station 
at Fort Sill. 

The prosent personnel of the First Balloon 

uadron includes a few members who were for- 
merly stationed at Scott Field. Those few 
held a reunion with old friends in the Ninth 
Airship Squadron and Station Complehent, (for- 
merly the 24th Airship Service Squadron} ° 

Majcr Koenig was previously stationed at 
Scott Field for several years. 
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MAJOR de SEVERSKY VISITS SAN ANTONIO DEPOT 


Major Alexander P. de Seversky, President 
of the Seversky Aircraft Corporation, Farming- 
dale, L.I., New York, flew to San Antonio on 
July 27th for a few.days' visit at Randolph 
Field and the San Antonio Air Depot in connec- 
tion with the new Seversky basic training 

lanes, BI-8's, now being put into service at 
olph Field. He flew a new Pursuit type 
plane, making the journey from New York to 


| San Antonio in very. fast time, ona 


ticuleri 
between ' , Dallas and San Antonio. With hin’ 
were two expert mechanics from his factory, 
Messrs. Willard Ryder and Erwin Hoenes, who will 
remain at the Depot about three months, assist- 
ing in an advisory capacity in maintenance mat- 
ters pertaining to ea eae, basic training planes. 
== J00-—= 


GHQ AIR FORCE COMMANDER VISITS HAMILTON FIELD 


Major General Frank M. Andrews, the Commanding 
General of the GHQ Air Force, accompanied by 
Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, Commanding 
General uf the First Wing, GHQ Air Force, and 
Lieut. Colonel Maxwell, Air Force Ordnance 
Officer; Majer Thitehead, GHQ Air Force Inspec- 
tor, and Major Eglin, Assistant GHQ Air Force 
pa fa arrived at Hamilton Field, Calif., 
on July 29th. 

This was one of the many personal contact 
trips made by General Andrews for the purpose 
of i aecutinn GHQ problems with the citieeve of 
the various units composing the GHQ Air Force. 

On the following day, General Andrews met the 
officers of the 7th Bumbardment Group in Group 
Headquarters and discussed the various problems 
and es of work confronting the GHQ Air Force. 
General Andrews and his party left Hamilton 


| Field shortly after noon, July 30th, for Fort 


Lewis, Wash. 
~---000--- 


HAMILTON FIELD INSPECTED BY NEW WING COMMANDER 


An inspection of Hamiltun Field, Calif., by 
the new conmender of the First Wing, GHQ Air 
Force, Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, was 
held on Monday, July 27th. The activities were 
started with a review of the troups, followed by 
@ general inspection of equipment, hangar area 
and quarters. 

Upon the completion of his tour of inspection, 
an aerial review was flown for General Emmons 
and his staff. The 9th, llth and 3lst Bombard- 
ment Squadrons of the 7th Bombardment Group, 
passed the reviewing stand in close formation. 

The Wing Commander arrived at Hamilton Field 
on the afternoon of July 26th, flying in a B10, 
piloted by Lieut. L.H. Watnee, from March Field, 
Calif. In the evening a reception was held in 
his honor at the Officers' Club, at which func- 
tion the Hamilton Field officers and their wives 
were introduced by Lieut. Colonel C.L. Tinker, 
Commanding Officer of Hamilton Field. 

Generel Emmons was accompanied by his staff, 
Majors F.S. Hoag, J.T. Curry, Jr., H.K. Ramey 
and Lieut. L.H. Watnee. Other March Field offi- 
cers who were at Hamilton Field for the week end 
anc for the inspection were Cul. J.H. Pirie and 
Captain J.L. Davidson, of the 17th Attack Group; 
Lieut. Colonel H.C. Davidson, jors Albert F. 
Hegenberger, W.S. Gravely and J.L. Grisham, of 
the 19th Rombardment Group, and Lieut. Colonel 
E.A. Lohman end Major Victor H. Strahm of the 
Station Complewent. 

Before leaving for March Field, the Wing Com 
mander expressed himself as being very well 

a with the conditions existing at Hamilton 
eld. 





ll- 
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AIR CORPS DETACHMENT AT OAKLAND AIRPORT 


The Air Corps Detachment, U.S. Army, 
Municipal Airport, Oakland, Calif.,came 
into existence upon the evacuation of 
Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, 
Calif., dy all Air Corps troops on June 
30, 1936. This detachment consists of 
one Air Corps officer, Captain George E. 
Henry, and 15 enlisted men. Cavtain 
Henry is the Air Corps Unit Instructor, 
Second Reserve District, and Detachment 
Commander; Station Commander; Supply; 
Operations and all that goes with a sta- 
tion with one officer. e enlisted 
personnel is made up of former members 
of the Slst Observation Squadron, Air 
Corps, transferred to the 9th Corps 
Area Air Corps Detachment and assigned 
to this station when the 9lst was l- 
ed, roots and all, from its haven by 
the Golden Gate. 

The flying eouipment consists of five 
old but serviceable - at this writing - 
PT3A airplanes and the related equip- 
ment that Crissy Field was able to 
spare and some they did not want. 

The organization has hangar space in 
Hangar 1B, Oakland Airport, consisting 
of half of this hangar and lean-to 
space for offices, locker room, shops 
and supply room. A loft is used for 
the parachute section. The Port Author- 
ities of Oakland have been very helpful 
in rearranging available space for the 
needs of the detachment,-and after the 
usual shake-down it is exoected that 
this unit will become settled to the ex- 
tent that it will be able to find the 
PT's without falling over barrels, 
crates, boxes, metal, and a few spare 
wings, etc. 

"Reserve activities are in full swing," 
says the News Letter Corresvondent, "and 
in addition to getting set-up, so far 
we have been able to put all the Reserve 
officers in the air that can get out to 
fly during the seven days of the week. 
On August lst, ten men of the detach- 
ment will go to duty with the Reserve 
sumaer camp at Moffett Field for four 
Weeks. After the camp, it is expected 
that we will be able to get home in 
time for meals and have time to read 
the Air Corps News Letters. 

Visiting plane facilities are limited 
due to lack of hangar space, and usual- 
ly only one or two visitors can be ac- 
commodated. Since airplanes cannot be 
staked down on the flying field, when 
the hangar is full, other visitors will, 
of necessity, be referred to Moffett or 
Hamilton Fields. 

The Reserve unit is proud of the acti- 
vity shown by the Air Reserve pilots of 
this district, as a quick check of the 
Form 5's shows the total Reserve pilot 
time to be over 3140 hours for the past 
fiscal year. There were no mishaps in- 
volving injury to any of the personnel. 
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COMMENDATION FOR LIEUT. ARNO LUEHMAN 


For "landing a Martin Bomber with three 
passengers ina suall, bee rie space 
near Gila Bend, Arizona, with exceptional 
courage, good judgment and piloting skill, 
on June 10, 1936," Second Lieut. Arno H. 
Luehman, 3end Bombardment Squadron,March 
Field, Calif., Was commended, in a let- 
ter received from Major General Oscar 
Westover, Chief of the Air Corps. dAdd- 
ed to the commendation from General 
Westover were complimentary indorsements 
from Major General Frank M. Andrews, 
Chief of the GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va.; Brigadier General Delos C. 
Emmons, Commander of the First Wing,with 
Headquarters at March Field, Calif.; 
Col. John H. Pirie, March Field Command- 
er, and Lieut. Colonel Howard C.Davidson, 
Commander of the 19th Bombardment Group. 

While flying to El Paso from March 
Field on June 10th,the propeller of one 
motor on the Martin somber,which Lieut. 
Iuehman was piloting, flew off into 
space while the other motor overheated 
Warning his passengers to be prepared to 
jump, Lieut. Iuehman carefully maneuver- 
ed the giant bomber to a landing on the 
desert and succeeded in preventing’a © 
fire oreatting out. ; 

While Lieut. Luehman hitch nixed far 
Gila Bend, the nearest town, his crew 
chief, Sergeant William Moberly, did the 
same to Casa Grande, Arizona. The re- 
mainder -of the crew guarded the plane. 
Food and water were obtained from the 
two towns. The next day a new engine 
was flown from March Tield. 

Commenting further on this incident, 
General Westover stated that Lieut. 
Luehman's “action under the above cir- 
cumstances was highly commendable, and 
his exemplary regard for the preservation 
of human life and government property 
was in accord with the best traditions 
of the service." 

Lieut. Luehman, a recent bridegroom, 
is the son of Mrs. Edith Iuehman, 3839 
North 18th Street, Milwaukee, Wis., 
wnere he was born September 7, 1911. He 
graduated from West Point in 1934 and 

rom the Air carpe flying schools at 
San Antonio in 1 stan 


LIEUT. THATCHER JOINS CATERPILLAR CLUB 


Student officer Herbert B. Thatcher, of 
the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, was flying an 0-19 in formation 
on Ausust 6th, and on coming out of a 
maneuver at about 4,000 feet his controls 
jammed. He could move them very slight- 

y, and with the aid of his engine main- 
tained his altitude, but after working 
on it about an hour he decided he did 
not have sufficient control to attempt 
a landing and jumped with his parachute, 
landi 
Kelly Field. 


safely about 12 miles west of 
V-7081, A.C. 
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GUARD SYSTEM AT POPE FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


For almost two years 
tion in Sevtember, 19 
had a guard system which is out of the 
ordinary. So successful has this sys- 
tem been that it is believed worthy of 
record in the Air Corps News Letter, 

It is difficult to describe the Pope 
Field guard system without including 
the consolidated para ibaa dhe depart- 
ment, the engineering department and 
the aircraft servicing department, for 
members of all are included to make up 
the force at Pope Field out of regular 
duty hours. 

The Air Corps troops at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., consist of the Second Balloon 
Squadron and Flight C, 16th Observation 
Squadron, with a total for both organi- 
gations of 165 enlisted men. The areas 
to be guarded comprise the balloon han- 
gar and the installations at Pope Field 
Consisting of the hangars, transporta- 
tion department, Air Corps supply, and 
4 pe eomy storage systems. Since the 

alloon hangar and the airplane hangars 
are over one-half mile apart, it is ap- 
parent that a guard of two posts is re- 
uired. The normal guard for the Air 
orps area consists of the Officer of 
ie Day, the Commander of the Guard 

noncommissioned officer), two noncom- 
missioned officers of the Guard, and 
six Privates. Now, here is wherein the 
guard system at Pope Field differs from 
the conventional. The Operations Qffic 

Pope Fie is th us u- 

—. members of the rd sleep ina 
small adjoining building. The prison- 
ers, if any, and we ho not, are kept 
in the guard house at Fort Brags) . 

The outstanding advantage of the sys- 
tem is that the Operations Office at 
Pope Field is open and doing business 


<4 hours per day, 365 days per year, 
with n9 bee personnel. 

e Operations Oitice is the post of 
duty for the commander of the guard and 
one noncommissioned officer of the 
guard. The other noncommissioned offi- 
cer of the guard is on duty in the bal- 
loon hangar. The force under the conm- 
mand of the commander of the guard con~’. 
sists of the entire guard plus the 
radio ae Ee one member of Flight C, 
detailed daily as emergency crew, one 
member of the aircraft servicing depart~ 
ment, and an emergency driver who is 
detailed daily from the transportation 
a bes a 

ther advantagés of the guard system .. 

at. Pope Field are: . 

a. It is a man saver. In particular, 
it is a saver of noncommissioned offi- 
cers because the noncommissioned offi- 
cers do the double duty of ad and of 


since its incep- 
» Pope Field has 








administering Pope Field out of regular 
duty hours. These noncommissioned of- 
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ficers supervise the servicing and re- 
tahoe of transient aircraft, operate 
he night poe system, send and re- 
ceive all flight messages out of duty 
hours, supervise the transportation of 
all transients to and from Fort Bragg in 
the station wagon assigned to the guard, 
Clear aircraft on the authorization of 
the Officer of the Day, issue flyi 
equipment and maps, and take care of the 
wants in general of visiting aviators. 

b. Instead of the usual motley array 
of mechanics in greasy dungarees, there 
is always available at Pope Field a 
small but dressy guard to meet visitors. 
During their tour of duty, the Pope 
Field guard is dressed in the service 
uniforn. 7 


LARGE AMOUNT OF TRAINING aT KELLY FIELD 


Using the oldest equipment in the Air 
Corps, the Air thy Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, accomplishes 
a@ maximum amount of air training with 
the minimum number of airplanes. The 
average number of airplanes at Kelly 
Field, counting those in and out of com- 
mission of all types, is 75. Three 
classes (4 months each), averaging 65 
students per class, are trained each 

ear, with each student receiving 140 
urs. The average number of post offi- 
cers, including instructors, on flying 
duty is 54. Each post officer during 
the last year averaged 350 flying hours. 

On the above basis, 195 students are 
trained each year with each student av- 
eraging 140 hours! fe time, which 
gives a total of 27,300 hours for stu- 
dent training and 18,900 hours for post 
officers; total flying time for the post 
being approximately 46,200 hours. This 
gives an average of 616 hours' time per 
airplane for the year. 

Each class of students is given the 
following Sorters program: 


Transition (practice on all 
ypes, 15 hours 
sper pss " 
cal ht. 
Navigation — = 
Day Navigation _—" = 


Specialization in Attack, 
Bombardment, Pursuit of 
Observation 56 " 

Miscellaneous 5 " 

---000--- 


Colonel Arnold N. Krogstad, the Com- 
manding Officer of Kelly Field, returned 
on August 6th from the Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C., 
where he had been attending a conference. 
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COLONEL JACOB H. RUDOLPH 


Colonel Jacob H. Rudolph, Air Corps, 
now on duty as Director of the Air 
Corps Board at Maxwell Field, Montgom- 
ery, Ala., was born at Milwaukee, Wis., 
March 25, 1886. After graduating from 
high school he attended St. Johns Mili- 
po | Academy. Ee was 5 epee from 
civil life as a second lieutenant, U.S. 
Army, September 25, 1908, and assigned 
to the 2¥th Infantry, receiving his vro- 
motion to lst Lieutenant, July 1, 1916; 
to Caotain, May 15, 1917; to wajor, Sig- 


nal Corns (temporary), August 5, 1917; 

to Major, Air Service, July 1, 1920; to 

Lieut. Colonel, Air Corns, nae » 
tempo- 


1933, and to Colonel, Air Coros 
rary), June 16, 1936. 

Just prior to his transfer to the Avi- 
ation Section, Signal Corps, in August, 
1917, Colonel Rudolph served with the 
29th Infantry in the Panama Canal Zone. 
From 1913 to 1917 he was continuously 
on duty commanding machine gun troops. 
He reported for duty at Kelly Field, 
Texas, on October 5, 1917, and because 
of his experience with machine guns his 
service during the War was for the most 
a Be connected with aerial gunnery. At 

elly Field he commanded the Flying 
Cadet Detachment and was in charge of 
ground instructton from October, 1917, 
to March, 1918. From Avril te June, 
1918, he was stationed at Taliaferro 
Field, Hicks, Texas, undergoing train- 
eee pera gennaeed under the British 

y orps, serving as an 
instructor £0 officers and enlisted men 
.in_this phase of work. 

From July to the end of December,1918, 
Colonel Rudolvh was Officer in Charge 
of eoene and aerial gunnery training 
at Carlstrom and Dorr Fields, Arcadia, 
Fla. From January 11 to April 24, 1919, 
he commanded Chapman Field, Miami, Fla. 
He then assumed command of Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. During Aug- 
ust and September, 1919, he was on duty 
at Caldwell, N.J., in connection with 
the participation of Air Service person- 
nel in the National Rifle Matches. 

After commanding the Aviation Repair 
Depot at Speedway, Indianapolis, Indc., 
from January 17 to November 12, 1920, 
Colonel Rudoloh was ordered to March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., for riying 
training, and woon the completion o 
the course of instruction in May,192l, 
he was transferred to Post Field, Fort 
Sill, Okla., for advanced training at 
the Observation School at that post. 

He received the rating of "Airplane 
Pilot" effective October 14, 1921. 

On February 15, 1922, Colonel Rudolph 

was assigned to duty at Fairfield, Ohio, 


as Chief csineer Officer. Other du- 
ties he Ps ormed were those of Informa- 
tion Officer, Officer in Charge of Fly- 





ing, and as a member of several boards 
hofding sessions at that post. On Decem- 
ber 1, 1924, he assumed the duty of Chief 
of the Factory Section, Air Service En- 
cineering Division, McCook Field, Dayton, 
Shio; from November, 1925, to December, 
1926, he was Chief of Fabrication Units, 
Chief of Maintenance Section and Chair- 
man of Industrial Survey Board; and from 
January, 1927, to September, 1928, he 
was Chief of the Repair Branch and Chief 
of the Maintenance Section, Mcvook Field. 
A student at the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Langley Field, Va., from Sept- 
ember, 1928, to June, 1929, Colonel 
Rudolph, upon graduation, pursued a two- 
ear course at the Command and General 
taff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
His graduation from Fort Leavenworth was 
followed by a three-year tour of duty 
in the Plans Division, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 
He was a stucent at the “ray 8 College, 
Washington, from August, 19%, to June, 
19235, and, following his graduation, was 
assigned to his present duty as Director 
of the Air Corps ane at Maxwell Field. 


LIEUT. COLONEL EARL L. NAIDEN 


Lieut. Colonel Earl L. Naiden, Air 
Corps, -now-on duty as Commanding Officer 
of the 3rd Attack Group, Barksdale Field, 
Shreveport, La., was born at Woodward, 
Towa, February 3. 1894. Graduating from 
the United States tap ta Academy, West 
Point, N.Y., June 12, 1915, and being 
Commissioned a second lieutenant of Cav- 
alry, he served with the lst Cavalry at 
the Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
from September 12 to November 9, 1915; 
at the Presidio of Monterey, Calif., 
from November 13, 1915, to March 12, 
1916; at Naco, Arizona, March 17th to 
Avril 30th, and at Douglas, Arizona, to 
June lc, 1916. He was then detailed to 
the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, as a 
student at the Signal Corps Aviation 
School at San Diego, Calif. Unon the 
completion of his flying training, he was 
rated a Junior Military Aviator as of 
April 8, 1917. 

Joining the lst Aero Squadron at Col- 
umbus, New Mexico, for duty as Transpor- 
tation Officer, he participated in some 
of the Mexican Border patrols. He came 
to France with the lst Aero Squadron in 
Sentember, 1917, and shortly thereafter 
was sent to Italy to open an aviation 
school and receive instruction in flying 
the Caproni airplane. From October to 
December, 1917, he was head of the Amer- 
ican Aviation Mission in Italy and re- 
ceived flying instruction in SVA_and SP 
so Seay at Mirafiore, Italy. In De- 
cember he received aerial guanery train- 
ing at Iwgo di Bracciano, Italy. 


During January and until February 22, 
14- - wl v-7081, hub. 











1918, Col. Naiden was on duty in the 
Aviation Office, Headquarters $.0.S.,at 
Paris and then at Tours. He was then 
ordered to join a French Night Bombard- 
ment Group. During March and April he 
Was on duty at the front with a French 
porn Bombardment Squadron. In May, 
1918, he was on duty at the Day Bombard- 
ment School, 7th Aviation Instrucivion 
Center, A.E.F., in charge of students; 
in June, in charge of students at the 
3rd Aviation Instruction Center, at the 
same time undergoing Pursuit training; 
in July and August on detached service 
in England studying organization and 
being in charge of flyers at a reception 
gare and pool, and from August 20 to 

O, he was on duty with the 96th Day 
Bombardment Squadron at the front. 

Col. Naiden participated in the Somme 
Defensive, March 21, 1918; in the St. 
Mihiel Offensive, September 12, 1918, 
and in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, 

Sep tenner 26-November 1, 1918. In Sept- 
ember, 1918, he was detailed as the Air 

Service representative with the General 

Staff, G3, GHQ, American Expeditionary 

Forces. During his service overseas he 

flew Italian, French, English and German 
airplanes of all service types. 

Returning to the United States in 
July, 1919, and after a brief period of 
duty in the Administrative Group, Of- 
fice of the Director of Air Service, 
Washington, Col. Naiden, on September 1, 
1919, resorted to the Commandant of the 
General Service Schools, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, for duty as instructor 
at the School of the Line. In April, 
1921, he reported for duty at the Prima- 
ry Flying School, Carlstrom Field 
Arcadia, Fla., for frefresher flying in- 
struction. He completed the required 
tests and was rated an Airplane Pilot, 
effective June 29, 1921. esuming hié 
duties as instructor, he became a stu- 
dent at this school for the 1922-23 
course and, woon his graduation in July, 
1923, he was assigned to duty at the 
Air Service Tactical School at manerey 
Field, Va., as Director of Instruction. 

Additional duties assumed by Col. 
Naiden while at Langley Field were those 
of Instructor, Tactical School, from 
October, 1923; Assistant Commandant of 
the Tactical School from August 27, 

1925, and Commanding Officer of the Tac- 
tical School Detachment from March 18, 
1936. In addition, he served as a mem- 
ber of various boards. 

Relieved from duty at Langley Field 
in July, 1926, he was a student at the 
Army War College for one year and, upon 
his graduation in Jane, 1927, was de- 
tailed as a student at the Ecole 
Superieure de Guerre, Paris,France, 
where he pursued a two-year course 
which terminated August 16, 1929. 

For the next four years, Col. Naiden 
was on duty as Instructor at the Army 





-15- 


War College, Washington, D.C. In August, 
1933, he Foined the 3rd Attack Group at 
Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, per- 
forming various duties, such as Post Ex- 
ecutive, Operations Officer and Command- 
ing Officer of the 13th Attack Squadron. 
He assumed the ogg of Commanding Officer 
of the 3rd Attack Group, Barksdale Field, 
on February 27, 1935. 

Colonel Naiden received his promotion 
to lst Lieutenant, Cavalry, July 1, 1916; 
to Captain, Cavalry, July 4, 1917; to 
Major, Aviation Section. Signal Corps, 
same date; to Lieut.-Colonel, Air Ser- 
vice, April 30, 1919; honorably discharg- 
ed from temporary rank, September le, 
1919; returned to rank of Captain, Novem- 


ber 4, 1922; promoted to Major, Septem- 
er 25, 1924; promoted to Lieut.-Colonel, 
temporary ) June 15, 1936. 


Col. Naiden has passed the 2700-hour 
mark in total sb ae 2 rl 


BIOGRAPHY OF COL. MUHLENBERG-A CORRECTION 


In the biography of Colonel H.C. Kress 
Muhlenberg, which appretee in the issue 
of the News Letter of August 1, 1936, 
there was omitted his service at the Com- 
mand and General Staff Schools, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, from September l, 
1923, to June 13, 1924, and his gradua- 
tion from that School on June 13, 1924. 


CAPTAIN TALLEY AWARDED NICARAGUAN MEDAL 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was the 
subject of reflected honor on August 
4th, when Captain B.B. Talley, Corps of 
Engineers, stationed in the Aerial Map- 
ping Unit, received the Medal of Merit 
awarded by the Nicaraguan Government in 
recognition of exceptionally meritorious 
servicesto the Republic during the 
earthquake of March 31, 1931. 

At that time it so happened that Cap- 
tain Talley was in charge of the Ingin- 
eers' Battalion, Headquarters Company, 
which was mele survey of the Nica- 
raguan Canal. ree hours after the oc- 
currence of the earthquake, which took 
quenantnnk ele a thousand lives, Captain 
Talley and his company were ordered to 
Managua, the Capital, which was in 
flames. From Tuesday afternoon until 
Saturday morning they fought the flames 
and kept order in the destroyed city. 

The Medal is of gold and bears the 
Nicaraguan Seal, the five volcanoes in_ 
the foreground surmounted by the Cap of 
Liberty resting on a spear over which 
4s a rainbow. The award of the Medal 
was made in 1932, and its acceptance 
authorized by a special Act of Congress 
in May of this asset 

Contributions for the News Letter are 
solicited from France and Albrook Fields. 
V-7081, A.C. 








Technical Sergeant John H. Kendall,of | 
the Station Complement, Scott Field, 
Belleville, I1l., was retired from the 
United States Army on the: completion of 
thirty years' service on July 3lset. Ser- 
geet Kendall served 17 years in the 

nfantry and 13 in the Air Corps. leven 
of those 13 years were svent at Scott - 
Field. 

Sergeant Kendall originally enlisted 
in the 32nd U.S. Volunteer Infantry dur- 
ing the Spanish-American War, and ‘he 
Served more than a year with the regi- 
mental scouts in Northern Luzon,:Philip- 
pine Islands. During that period he 
participated in one major battle and in 
Many engagements and skirmishes. 

On returning from Manila in 1901, he 
left the Army for civilian life. But 
in 1904, tired of the quiet life out- 
side of the Army, he enlisted in the 
6th Infantry at Fort Leavenworth, Zans. 
At the termination of that enlistment 
in 1904, he left the Army again to en- 
ter the newly born moving picture busi- 
ness. After a lapse of five years, 
Sergeant Kendall again returned to the 
colors, enlisting in the General Service 
Infantry at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. Af- 
ter two years there, and finding insuf- 
ficient excitement, Sergeant Kendall 
went to the 27th Infantry for service 
on the Mexican Border during the trouble 
there in 1914 and 1915. In 1915, the 
e7th Infantry was ordered to the Philip- 
ae by way of the Parama Canal,which 

d been lege to shipping about that 
time. While the 27th's transport was 
enroute through the Canal, it was de- 
"or due to a rock slide in Culebra 
uu . 

A year after America entered the 
World War, the 27th Infantry was order- 
ed to Siberia, where it served as a mil- 
itary volice. Sergeant Kendall, then a 


First Sergeant, found the Siberian win- 
ter so cold that guards and patrols 
were able to remain on post for only 30- 


minute periods. He was glad when his 
organization was ordered to its new 
home in the tropical Hawaiian Islands 
in November, 1919. 

But when the 27th disembarked from the 
transport at Honolulu, Sergeant Kendall 
Continued on to the United States,where 
he served as First Sergeant in the 32nd 
Infantry at Camp Kearney, Calif.; the 
19th Infantry at the Presidio of San 
Francisco, Calif.; the 27th Infantry at 
Honolulu, Hawaii, and as a Private in 
the 6th infantry at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri. 

In 1923, Sergeant Kendall transferred 
from the 6th Infantry to the 9th Air- 
ig | Company, an Air Corps organization 
at Scott Field, Ill. Here, in a short 
time, he was promoted to Corporal and 

He then transferred to the 





to ty} cee 
lst Airship Group Headquarters,another 





INTERESTING CAREER OF RETIRED NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER 


Scott Field unit, where he was promoted 
to Staff Sergeant and, in 1933, to Tech- 
nical Sergeant. In 1933, Sergeant 
Kendall was transferred to Albrook Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, for another two years 
of foreign service, returning to the Sta- 
‘eae Complement, Scott Field, in July, 

rors 

In his thirty years of service, Ser- 
geant Kendall ue seen most of the United 


‘States and its possessions and, like most 
‘of the old timers, he hates to retire 


from active duty. 
Sergeant Kendall has chosen the vicini- 


‘ty vf Scott Field for his future home and 


has leased a residence in Belleville, 
where he and his pao Rade now living. 
-—=9 


WHOLESALE CATERPILLAR CLUB INITIATION 


A Wright Field test flight which nar- 
rowly escaped ending in tragedy occurred 
on July 2end, abdout 8:30 a.m., when a 
new Douglas Transport, carrying besides 
the two-pilots five test observers, 
caught fire in the air. The pilots were 
Captains¥frank Irvin and J.S. Griffith. 
Test observers in the cabin were John 
Cutting and H.D. McDaniels, of the Fly- 
ing Branch; W.W. Cumnings of the Eouip- 
ment Brauch, C.0. Hobson of Chanute 
Field, and John Weatherford of the 
Middletown, Pa., Air Depot, the two last 
named men being at the ivision for the 
purpose of receiving instruction in in- 
strument operation and testing. 

The plane had been flown at lower al- 
titudes and was then climbed to about 
5,000 feet when fire broke out in the 
left engine. Smoke and flame rolled 
back towards the cockpit. Simult2ineous- 
ly, nn al Soe reached to annly fire ex- 
tinguis ng aporeees and gave orders 
for those in tne cockpit to jump. 
five of the test observers bailed out 
promptly and landed without injury. 

Cutting had been a member of the crew 
of the ill-fated Boeing Bomber which 
crashed and burned last year at Wright 


Field. He had been severely burned in 
that tragedy and, as it mney be surmised, 
he did not hesitate in following orders. 


In the meantime, the pilots saw that 
the fire extinguishers were taking ef- 
fect and the fire was being checked, so 
they decided to endeavor to save the 
ship. This they succeeded in doing, fly- 
ing back to Wright Field on one engine 
and making a safe landing. The excite- 
ment occurred over Dunreith, Indiana, a 
little town between Richmond and Indian- 
apolis, rampage A 45 miles from the 
Field. e test observers were returned 


to Wright Field by automobile. The emer- 


gency door was found not far from where 
they landed, and it was virtually undam- 
Iuck was with the 17) Corps that 
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aged. 
(Continued on page 17 
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WASHINGTON OFFICE NOTES 


Three officers pee reported {| 
for duty in the Chief's Office, i. 
Contetn Luther S. Gnith on July b | 
27th, Major Edward W. Raley on tT 
July 29th, and Ceptain er H. 
Foster on August lst. Cantains LADS 
Smith and Foster were assigned Tae 


to the Execttive @ffiée and* ,/ AY 
the‘ War Plans and Training ELE EEA \\ 
} \ 


ee ae the Mgt C eet 
former c from Kelly 36 ee 
Field, Selene end the late tee | 
ter from Barksdale Field, (*77 j eae 7 
Shreveport, La. Major “tf ‘bah 
Raley, who was on duty at i4 ot Bes cee Se Et os 8 ag 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., was ~~ — Wee 2 
assigned to the Information Division. 

Captain Morton EH. McKinnon, who recently 
greduated from the Command and Generel Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and who 
went on leave of absence shortly after report- | 
ing for duty in the War Plans and Traini 
Division on June 25th, returned on August 8th. 

Returning from tamorary duty at Wright Field 
were Major Ross G. Hoyt (Information Division) 
on July 27th, and Captain Robert V. Laughlin 
(Supply Division) on July 20th. 

Officers returning from leaves of absence 
were Colonel Rush B. Lincoln, Chief of Person- 
nel, on August 7th, and Lieut. Colonel Gerald 
E. Brower, War Plans and Training Division, on 
August lst. 

Colonel Frederick L. Martin, Executive, Ma- 
teriel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, and Lieut. 
Colonel Arnold N. Krogstad, Cummanding Officer 
of the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, who have been on temporary duty in the 
Chief's Office, returned to their respective 
stations on August 5th. 

Colonel Chalmers G. Hall, Chief of the Supply 
Division, and Major Edward V. Harbeck, on duty 
in the Inspection Division, departed on leaves 
of absence on August Sri. 

Lieut. Colonel Harry H. Young departed on 
August Sth to attend the Second Army Maneuvers 
as Observer from the Chief's Office. 

Major Karl S. Axtater made a cross-country 
flight to Selfridge Field and return. 

Major Alvan C. Kincaid attended a conference 
recently at the Bell Aircraft Corporation at 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

Captain Edward H. White was a visitor on 
July 30th during the course of a cross-country 
flight from Boston, Mess. 

Major James A. Mollison and tain Stewart 
W. Towle, of the Personnel Division, departed 
on August 10th and llth, respectively, on 
plane-ferrying missions. 
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NEW CHIEF OF INFORMATION DIVISION 


Lieut. Colonel Harrison H.C. Richards, Air | 
Corps, who has been on duty in the Information 
Division, Office of the Chief of: the Air Corps, 
since last March, was assigned as Chief of 
that Division, effective July 15, 1936, reliev- 





on duty as Assistant Commandant of the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. 

Colonel Reardan, who has been assigned as Air 
Corps Procurement Pl Representative in 
New York City, has for the past few weeks been 
taking a well earned rest, and is soon expected 
to tackle his new ''job'' with his customary 
vigor. Our best wishes go to him in his new 
work. 

~anQQ-<= 


Wholesaie Caterpillar Club Initiation 
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| day, if luck can ever be mentioned in the same 


breath as fire. Both pilots have been coxumend- 
ed for the courage and good judgment they dis- 
played in the face of danger. 
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ATTACKERS DEPART FOR SECOND ARMY MANEUVERS 


On August lst, a flight of 16 Attack planes, 
of the A-17 type, left Barksdale Field, Shreve- 
ga, La. , for Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 

ch., to participate in the maneuvers of the 
Second Army. The flight, commanded by Major 
Edward Mé. Morris, Air Corps, was scheduled to 
spend nine days in these maneuvers, dividing 
their time between Selfridge Field and Bowmen 
Field, Louisville, = 

---Q00-<-=- 


PURCHASE OF NEY TYPE ATRPLANES 


The Assistant Secretary of War, the Hon. 
Harry H. Woodring, recently announced that he 
had approved a contract with the Curtiss Aero- 

plane & Motor Company, Inc., of Buffelo, New 
York, for three high performance single-seater 
Pursuit airplanes of a new type, to be known 
as the T1P-36. The development is based on 
specifications laid down by the Air Corps, 
which has recently completed exhaustive tests 
on the experimental model at the Air Corps Me- 
teriel Division, Dayton, Ohio. The airplanes 
ordered on the new contract will be delivered 
to the Air Corps for service test. 

The new type airplane is a low-wing mono- 
plane of metal construction throughout, except 
for control surface covering. The main land- 
ing gear and tail wheel are completely retract- 
able. The pilot's cockpit is entirely enclos- 
ed, and the fuselage in the vicinity of the 
yet is especially rugged to-protect the 
pilot in case of a nose-over. Trailing edge 
wing flaps serve as air brakes in lending. 

The new airplanes will gett sr ty with 900 
h.p. supercharged engines will be equipped 
with automatically controlled propellers which 
maintain engine speeds at constant revolutions. 
Other new aeronautical engineering a 
ments which cannot be described at this t 
are elso to be incorporated in the airplanes. 


Major Edwin F. Corey (Captain) has been 
transferred from Chanute Field to Langley 
Field, and 2nd Lieut. William J. Holzepfel,Jdr. 


ing Colonel John D. Reardan, Air Corps. Prior from Kelly Field to Maxwell Field. Orders as- 

to coming to Washington, Colonel Ri wes signing Major Early E.W. Duncan, March Field, 
“9 to Hqrs. 4th Corps Area, any —_— 
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GENERAL DRUM ADDRESSES AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


At the conclusion of his recent garrison and 
training inspection, Major General Hugh A.Drun, 
Commending General of the Hawaiian Department, 
in a talk to the assembled officers of Luke 
Field, stated, in substance: 

"I think anybody will realize that in an 
emergency, or war, those of us who work in the 
War Department know that there are alweys two 
salient things. The first thing, of course,is 
the aerial end, and the other which is most 
essential is to be able to function on the 
ground. I think you will agree with me that 
there is no use of having airplanes unless we 
are able to take care of them in the field;to 
teke care of the personnel in the field; feed 
them, supply them, bring on spare parts, fix 
up emergency landing fields, and care for 
those fields, and all that goes with the per- 
sonnel in the field; so, consequently, it is 
essential that the enlisted personnel, who are 
the main workers, get the picture of that 
field set-up, and one of my main purposes is 
to give them that picture to some extent. 

Those of you who participated in the carry- 
ing of the air mil realize that we had some 
difficulty about the Air Corps going out into 
the field. They had not thought about that 
very much. Those officers who testified be- 
fore the Baker Committee, of which I was a 
member, had only considered operating from 
their main stations, and there was, as you 
know, quite a lot of trouble out around 
Cheyeme and Chicago, so we,want to be assured 
go out in the field in some emergency and take 
care of themselves. 

The other picture I had in mind = or purpose- 
is to bring the enlisted men into a little 
more prominence; make him feel his part; bring 
up his morale by paying attentiun to his ap- 
pearance and dress and his equipment, and make 
.  eeteam thet he is a main cog in a big 

eel. 

I think and I know that you have got my pur- 
pose, because what you have done today has de- 
monstrated it, and I appreciate the efforts 
that have been made in these last few weeks tu 
get - I know that. you have profited a 
great deal by it. I can see that. * * * 

As to the review of the morning and the cita- 
tion ceremony and the parade: I want to con- 
gratulate all of youon it. I saw the commend 
about eight months ago, and the improvement is 
remarkable. One thing this morning, the cite- 
tion ceremony of the officers and men: Some- 
times in our nonchalant wey we get the impres- 
sion or do not accord to the men their due for 
things done above the average, and I think it 
is one of the finest things we have done to 
bring some of these men out and congratulate 
them for having done especially good work. 
is giving some of the o men an incentive 
to go on further with their jobs. * * * 

The demonstrations: I enjoyed very much 
Major Liggett's group going by and its demon- 
stration, and I am sure that there would have 
been a very effective result if they had been 
bombing or coming for attack. 


It 





As I went through the different engineers 
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and operations offices and saw the care that 
had been taken, I was very happy to see it. It 
is proof of the effort made = all clean and 
well kept. 

I looked over some of the charts of the fly- 
ing done by the officers and I realized that 
there have been limitations, so that some of 
them have not completed the yearly total requir- 
ed, but there were physical conditions that 
could not be helped, and I am sure that many of 
you will complete the requirements before the 
end of the fiscal year. 


The picture I got at the Depot® was one of 
those pictures that the best explanation I can 
give is about 100% improvement. I had gone 
through the Depot before on anuther visit about 
seven or eight months ago, and I think, Colonel 
Duncan,** it would be a fine thing for all the 
officers to go down and go through the Depot. 
Get Colonel Branshaw and Captain Kane to e 
them through, because something like that may 
be their responsibility. It shows what can be 
done with places like engineering shops and 
other messy pleces - how they can be kept %, 
That was a very fine demonstration uf what two 
officers can do. ; 

The camp this afternoon was one of the best 
I have seen, not only as to the completeness of 
the equipment, but with the care taken. The 
putting out of telephones. the commmication 
between the gruund and the air was all working, 
and I em very much satisfied with it. I am 
sure that when the maneuvers cone off in the 
middle of next month that you will carry out 
some of your field equipment and be able to 
-take.care..of yourselves. 

In closing, I would like tc say, Colonel 
Duncan, that I realize what the officers have 
been doing, and I want them to know I am tho- 
roughly satisfied with the results." 

“Hawaiian Air Depot, Luke Field. 

** Lieut. Colonel Asa N. Duncan, Commanding 
Officer uf Luke Field. 
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WRIGHT FIELD OFFICERS ON INSPECTION TRIP 


Brigadier-General A.W. Robins, Chief of the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
with six other officers of that Division, took 
off in a Douglas Transport plane on August 3rd 
for an inspection trip of aircraft manufactur- 
ing plants and government sircraft activities 
in Buffalo, New York; Willi ort, Pa.; Hart- 
ford, Conn.; Mitchel Field, N.Y., Baltimore, 
Md., and Middletown Air Depot, Pa. They remin- 
ed @ approximately one week. Those accompa- 
nying rel Robins were Lieut. Colonel Oliver 
P. Echols, Majors Edwin R. Page, Rudolph W. 
Probst, Hugh Ae Bivins, Captain Frenk G, Irvin 
and Lieut. Paul E. Shanahan. 
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A radio station has been installed in the 88th 
Observation (LR) Squadron, Hamilton Field, which 
stays in direct contact with airplanes while on 
navigation missions. This prevents interfering 
with the Group Station, which was necessary at 
the beginning of the navigation instruction 
given at Hamilton Field. Three amphibians are 


being used for navigation training. 
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